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Feral swine have been present in North Carolina since the 1500s, released by 
European explorers as a reliable source of huntable meat. Subsequent releases by 
European colonists, both intentional and unintentional, bolstered the free-ranging 
population. In 1912, Eurasian “sporting swine” were released for hunting purposes, 
and they bred with the already established population of feral domestic swine. Over 
the last 100 years of changing regulations, feral swine enjoyed almost three decades 
of protection as a highly valued “big game” species in NC. As of 2011, they are 
considered a non-native, invasive species with no protections anywhere in the state.
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In 2018, several state and federal agencies convened to form the NC Feral Swine Task 
Force to address damages caused by feral swine in a more holistic way. These state 
and federal agencies have been working together to define the problem in North 
Carolina and develop a game plan that involves leveraging our individual resources.
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So far, the Task Force has focused on answering such pivotal questions as, “where are 
feral swine in NC? and “what damage are they causing?” and clearing up vague or 
contradicting laws/regulations regarding swine. These data were collected during the 
hunting season calendar from Sept. 1, 2017 to Aug. 31, 2018. Data include reported 
sightings and complaints from the public, hunter observation surveys, and staff 
sightings.
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Preliminary work by the task force has also focused on shifting the cultural attitude in 
North Carolina away from the historic one of protecting feral swine for recreational 
hunting purposes, and toward one that defines feral swine as a destructive, invasive 
species that has no place on the open landscape.
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NC received funding through the Farm Bill: Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018. 
Sampson County was chosen due to feral swine density and also the high number of 
swine production facilities there (high disease transmission risk). Sampson County 
also has a large amount of food and cover that help feral swine propagate. Specific 
HUCs chosen in the county to concentrate effort. Overall goal is to put traps on the 
landscape across the study area and make a targeted effort to eradicate swine there. 
Measure landscape damage pre- and post- removal to discover effects of pig removal. 
$600,00 available for NC.

HUC= hydrologic unit code (NRCS)
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This project is currently focused on Sampson County, but the intent is to hone 
methods there, see what works best, and later expand to the rest of the state.
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Scale trap education and loan program to a larger area. Rather than spot treat, 
expand efforts to create a front behind which feral swine have been eradicated. 
Farm bill funding will still be available for feral swine projects beyond this initial grant 
for five years, so there is potential for expanding.
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www.ncwildlife.org/feral-swine

In the meantime, the task force will be developing additional resources for the 
general public, including landowner trainings in areas where feral swine are 
abundant. 
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